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Dear Parents,

We end this academic year quite a bit differently than last year-with our country at
war. If anything, this should make us see more clearly why our sons and daughters go
to amilitary academy. It should make us proud of the road they have chosen and help
us to understand why the academy does many of the thingsit does.

| was at the academy in the late  60s with the Vietham War going on. During those 4
years, we talked about it, studied it and discussed it. Much of our field training was
geared around jungle warfare. It brought focus as to why Americaneeded a military.
Since 9/11, all of our young men and women should feel the same focus. Wetalk
often of the great opportunity these young people have at the Academy, but just as
important is the opportunity this nation has in building the kind of leaders this nation
will need in the future.

To the parents of seniors, congratulations for the work and effort you and your cadets
have put forth for 4 years. They are about to embark on the next phase of the journey
and | cantell you it gets better, more enjoyable, and more rewarding. | would
encourage you to keep this focus in front of them.

To the parents of the other classes, your cadets are moving on to the next step. We
can look forward to Parents Weekend, summer adventures, and trips home. We look
forward to being there with you.

John and Marylyn DeFilippo



May 10-11 Study Days June 26 Class of 2007 enters

May 12 - 17 Final Exams July 13 Third Summer Period Begins
May 23 Ring Dance July 20 Parents' Meeting (tentative)
May 23 Graduation Week Begins Aug 2 Cadet Wing Returns

May 26 Memoria Day Holiday Aug5 Acceptance Parade

May 28 Graduation Aug 7" Classes Begin

Junel First Summer Period Begins Aug29—-Sepl Paent’'s Weekend

June 22 Second Summer Period Begins

2003 Class Exemplar—M gj or Richard |. Bong

’ ;- E '.‘:-.i'q:'. -

The Pacific theater of operations
% produced the two highest scoring
aces in American history, Major
| Richard I. Bong and Major Thomas
& | B. McGuire, Jr. Both men flew

= P-38 Lightnings in the Southwest
| Pacific and each received the
B Medal of Honor in recognition of
his courage and accomplishments.

In the air over Hollandiaon April 12, 1944, Bong scored his 26th and 27th victories
to break the previous record of 26 set by Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker in WWI. Bong
scored 28 air-to-air victories. When he returned to the Pacific for his second tour, he
was assigned as agunnery instructor. He voluntarily flew numerous combat missions
and in "self defense" scored 12 more victories to bring his total to 40, making him the
highest scoring ace in American history. He lost his life in the crash of aP-80 jet air-
craft in August 1945 at Burbank, California.
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Club News
WWW.SETXAFAPA.ORG

Our club now has its own registered domain name and web page. Many thanks go
out to Dan Doerhing who used his persona web space the last couple of yearsto set
up information for our organization. His efforts were well received and the web page
was very beneficial to the members. During the transition to the new officers, it was
decided that the club should have its own domain that will be passed on each year.

The site has contact information, messages from the club president, announcements,
calendar of events, meeting information and much more. We also have a large
enough space that we should be able to develop a comprehensive photo gallery. If
anyone has ideas for things they would like to see on the page, or any comments,
please send them to Communication@SETX AFAPA .org.

Once again, thanks go out to the Doehrings who started this for the club.

New Officers

After the last meeting, the club installed the new officers. Both theretiring and in-
coming officers met to hold the transition at Barbaraand Marty Rolleg’ s house. We
are fortunate that most all of theretiring officers will still be in theareato lend a
hand or assistance when needed. We wish to thank all of them for their many years
of serviceto the club. Theretiring officers are Steve and Debbie Himber, Dan and
Eileen Doehring, Barbara and Marty Rolleg, and Rob and Yum Mansfield. Suzie and
Jim Phelps will be active for another year. We appreciate all the support they gave to
us as new parents and hopefully we can pass that on down to the new parents this
year.

2003 —2004 M ember ship for the 2003-2004 school year is now due. See page 6
or the web for form and details.

Mentor M oms Contact Barbara Westmoreland, at 281-493-6979 if interested
Tailgate Party Need volunteers. See details on web page

Parents Weekend Football Tickets Must be ordered by June 1. See page 7
or web for form and details.
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Cadet News

C4C Mark Walter, son of John and Mary Walter from League City, set anew AFA
Freshman record for the one mile run on January 25th. He was al'so named co-Newcomer of
the Week in the weekly awards list for Track and Field.

C2C K atie Dildy has been selected as the Fall Wing Commander. We are very proud of
her. Shewill be working on aresearch project @ NASA in Houston this summer. So, we will
have her homefor at least six weeks— Don and Terry Dildy

Pictured left to right C2C Becky Lewis, C2C Tammy Ritchie, C4C Lauren Robison, C2C Laura
Frank, C3C Diane Godar, C3C Jessa Liegl, C1C Allison Todd (team captain), and C1C Meagan
McCowan

USAFA Women@ Gymnastics

The Women® gymnastics team was in Denton , TX for competition with Texas Women®
College on March 14th and 16th. On April 12th, they arein Salt Lake City for the NCAA
Regionas, where Allison Todd has qualified as an individual All-Around competitor and
Laura Frank isthe 1% alternate. April 17th—19th finds them back in Denton for the USAG
Collegiate Championships where they are ranked as the 2nd place team. Also, in Individual
rankings, USAFA holds positions 1st, 2nd, 4th, 6th, and 7th, which is very impressivefor an
8 member team as compared to 18 members for most other schools. The Ladybirds have
won the USAG Championshipsfor the past 2 years
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Alumni News

On Sunday afternoon March 2, 2003 some of the parents of Academy graduates got
together at the home of Bonnie and Rudy Degrood. The group is trying to get
together about three times ayear to just catch up on what is happening in their lives
and in the lives of their Air Force sons and daughters. A fun time was had by
everyone.

Thosein the picture (left to right): Vickey and Roy Roberts, Sherry and Bryan
Smith, Lynne and Bill Toth, and Bonnie and Rudy Degrood.

Tim Axt also attended, but left before the picture was taken.

2nd Lt. Jessica Audrey Lotridge (USAFA Class of 2002 Distinguished Gradu-
ate) will soon successfully complete her first year of Medical School at the Uni-
formed Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. She
loves life in the DC area, and we greatly enjoy visiting her there! She has been se-
lected for the Top Knife :-) Program this summer at Luke AFB in Arizona, where
shewill shadow an Air Force Flight Surgeon and get a Fighter ride! Congratula-
tions to the USAFA Class of 2003, and Best Wishesto all of the Academy cadets
and their families! Our thoughts and prayers are with the entire US military, espe-
cially those deployed overseas. God Bless the USA!!! - Bob & Randy Lotridge
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SOUTHEAST TEXAS AIR FORCE ACADEMY
PARENT'SASSOCIATION

2003—2004 Membership Data Sheet

PARENT INFORMATION

Parents Names:

Last Dad (First Name) Mom (First Name)
Address:
Number/Street City Zip
Phone Number:
Home Dad's Work Mom’s Work
E-Mail Address:

Address for sending E-Mail notices, office or home

CADET / GRADUATE INFORMATION
Cadet/Grad Name:

Last First Middle
Academy PO Box: Squadron No. Class of (Year)

D.OB. High School:

Academy Sportg/Activities:

Annual Membership—$20 per Family Make Checks Payable to:

Alumni Membership—$10 per Family SE TEXASPARENTS ASSOCIATION

Name Tags—$10 Each Mail To:
) —— Leoand Nelly Pena
Name: 7305 Purple Sage Rd
Name: Houston, TX 77409
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Air Force Academy Parent Weekend Football Tickets

The football game during 2003 Parents Weekend (Sat., August 30th) finds the Fal cons hosting Wof-
ford College from South Carolina. The AFA Athl etic Office has notified usthat parents of cadets can be-
ginto purchase tickets on June 16, 2003.

**|f your son or daughter isin the classes of 2004 or 2005 and you desire them to sit with you during
the game, you must request their ticket when you make your ticket purchase. Failureto request their
ticket at that time may result in alost opportunity to sit with your cadet during the game. (Note: No
freshmen or sophomores are allowed to sit with parents.)

Aswe have donein the past, we will do our best to procure aBLOCK of tickets for those of you in-
terested in sitting as agroup (with or without your cadet). Inthe past, we have submitted requestsfor a
block of tickets for our entire group and have had the good fortune of getting seatstogether inafairly
good section. We hopeto be aslucky this year, but offer no guarantees asto location of seats.

The latest information we have from the Athletic Department is:

“Parents’ weekend tickets are $25 each. If a parents club buys more than 50 tickets, they will be $22
each. Thereisaso a$3/per 10 tickets ordered service charge. Parents can start purchasing ticketsto al
of our home games on June 16.” Last year, our parents club purchased 146 tickets asa group and had 16
of our cadets sitting with us! With that number in mind and to cover the cost of the service charge,
stamps, and envelopes, we will ask for $23.00 per ticket, which should cover our costs.  Therefore, WE
MUST HAVE YOUR TICKET REQUEST FORM ALONG WITH FULL PAYMENT NO LATER
THAN JUNE 1, 2003, so mail early or bring thisform to the meeting on April 13! It will be up to you to
discuss with your cadet whether he/she wishesto sit with our group prior to submitting the form. If so,
then we must count them among the number of tickets we are requesting. However, you DO NOT PAY
for the cadet ticket. The cadet ticket comes free from the Academy.

Pleasefill out the form below completely and legibly. If you have any questions, please call John or
Marylyn DeFilippo at 281-493-9899. Note: We are not responsible for ticketslost in the mail.

This Form and Payment must be received no later than JUNE 1, 2003
Mail this form along with your check made out to:

John DeFilippo
14711 Quail Grove, Houston, Texas 77079
Home Phone 281 493 9899

AIR FORCE/WOFFORD TICKET ORDER FORM

NAME:

ADDRESS

CITY ZIP

E-MAIL Address

TELEPHONE (Daytime) (Evening)

No. of PAID Tickets X $23.00 Total Payment
Will Cadet sit with Cadet name, grad (Evening)
you? 04 and 05 only year, squadron
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Class of 2003
Graduates

M atthew Victor Chauviere csie

Matt will graduate with amgjor in Biology and aminor in
Arabic. He spent six weeks during the summer of 2001 in
Tunisiain an Arabic immersion program. Matt has carried a
3.82 GPA and waswatch listed for Rhodes and Truman
Scholarships. Upon graduation he will bein San Antonio where
he has been accepted into Medical school at UTMB. Possible
specidization would be ER medicine.

Adam Thomas Ciarella cs1o

Adam will begin pilot training at Laughlin AFB in Del Rio this
September. After a busy but rewarding fall semester as
Squadron Commander of CS15, he returned "home" to CS10 for
hisfinal semester. With only four academic classes and flight
training this spring, Adam hasfound time to do some skiing and
is looking forward to warmer weather for some golf. He will
graduate very high in class ranking with adegree in physics and
hopes to attend graduate school as soon as he can.

Jonathan Daniel Dark csoe

Jonathan entered USAFA at the age of 17 after graduating from high
school ayear early. As a4 degree Dark played in the Drum and Bugle
Corp. Since the fal of his 3 degree year, he has been a Soaring In-
structor Pilot. He became Squadron Superintendent of Bull 6 for the
Spring of 2 degree year, and currently he is C Flight Commander of
Bull 6. Hedsoisin IFT and heis readily involved with SPIRE, spe-
cifically "Cross Training." Dark graduates from the US Air Force
Academy in May with a BSin Civil Engineering and will be attending
UPT (undergraduate pilot training) 9 September 2003 at Laughlin Air
Force Basein Del Rio, Texas.
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Class of 2003
Graduates

Nathan A Denton cs24

Nathan will graduate with adegree in General Engineer-
ing. He has participated in the Car Club and Ski Club, and
was the 2003 Formula SAE Intercollegiate Design Series
Team Leader. Nathan was the 1st BCT Outstanding NCO
Summer 2001 and Outstanding Officer of the Month for 3
Monthsin Fall 2002. After graduation, he will start Un-
dergraduate Pilot Training. For now, Nathan sayshe's
“Just making it to Graduation!”

Christopher Andrew Dieter cs21

Christopher is Squadron Commander of CS21. Heisan
Honor Officer ( four time cadet of the month). He has been
apart of the Basic Honor Cadre, Sports Camp Cadre, and
Group Communications NCO for Global Engagement.
Christopher is also a 4 year letterman in golf. He will
graduate with adegree in Legal Studies. In March of
2004, he will start Undergraduate Pilot Training in Colum-
bus, Mississippi.

Douglas Jamison Doehring csos

Doug is scheduled for assignment at Peterson AFB with a
position in developmental engineering upon graduation.
Asthiswas hisfirst choice, he is looking forward being
stationed in Colorado Springs. A plusto being in the
Springs is the possibility he can continue some involve-
ment in the FalconSat program. The satellite he has been
working on is scheduled for launch in 2004 pending shut-
tle availability.
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Class of 2003
Graduates

M egan Elizabeth Himber cs2o0

Megan has been on the Dean®list the entire four years and
the Commandant’ s List for the fourth semester in arow at
the United States Air Force Academy.

She®getting her degree in both Political Science and
Foreign Area Studies. Upon graduation she will be assigned
to the Air Force Office of Special Investigations and sta-
tioned at EImendorf AFB, in Anchorage, Alaska.

TravisJamesHinkle csos

Travis will graduate with adegree in Biology, with aminor in
Spanish. He participated in the Mexican Air Force Academy Ex-
change Program. So far, Travis has been on the Dean’s list six
out of seven semesters, the Commandant’s list six times, and Su-
perintendent’s list twice. Heis aso amember of the Tri-Beta
Biological Honor Society. During the Summer of 2002, he was
an Officer Candidate at USMC Officer Candidate School, Quan-
tico, VA. Upon graduation, Traviswill start Undergraduate Pilot
Training at Laughlin AFB, Del Rio, Texas.

Matthew Craig Hodges csze

Matt’ s biggest accomplishment was overcoming four major
shoulder reconstructions while at the Academy. Passing the
PFT was no small feat considering he was unable to do the re-
quired amount of pull ups. Matt will be married June 14th in
the Cadet Chapel to Kristen Hickey, a Colorado Springs native.
Kristen will be a second year law student at Colorado Univer-
sty. They are planning on living in Castle Rock, as Matt will
be stationed in Communications at Peterson AFB in Colorado
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No picture available

Class of 2003
Graduates

Lindsay Blair Howard cs2s5

Lindsay will graduate with a B.S. in Biology and will attend
graduate school at Vanderbilt University School of Nursing
in Nashville, TN for two years beginning August, 2003.
Lindsay is currently serving as 3rd Group Director of
Operations. In June, 2003, Lindsay will marry future 2nd Lt.
Andrew Erickson (USMA at West Point, Class of 2003).
Andrew will be reporting to Fort Rucker, AL this summer to
begin flight training as a helicopter pilot.

Jason Christopher Johnstone csos
Jason is the son of Tom and Mary Johnstone. Tom said that
Jason will graduate May 28th with a smile on his face.

Jonathan David King cs24

Jonathan will graduate the Academy with a Bachelors of
Aeronautical Engineering Degree. Jonathan has had avery
successful career at the Academy. He madethe
Superintendent’ s list several semesters and he earned the
"GOD" pin once. Upon graduation, Jonathan will be going
to Vance AFB in Oklahomafor his Pilot Training.
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No Picture Available

Class of 2003
Graduates

Joshua Aaron Lewton csio

Joshuais expected to graduate around number seventy-
five in the Class of 2003. He worked in the Ops Center for
more than two years while at the Academy. Joshuawill
complete his Introductory Flight Training in Colorado
Springs. He reportsto Laughlin Air Force Base in Del
Rio, Texas on September 16th for Undergraduate Pilot
Training.

Gregory Allen Maly csis

Gregory has been in Squadron 15 all 4 years at the Acad-
emy. He has aso been on the Dean’ s and Commandant®
lists. Gregory has earned the Expert Marksmanship
medal, Distinguished Service award, and the outstanding
Unit award twice. He also had the opportunity to com-
plete both jump and soaring . Upon graduation, with a
major in management, he will report to Goodfellow AFB
in San Angelo, Texas for Intelligence Training.

Gregory M Mansfield csoo

Greg is currently the Ops Officer for Viking 9, and will gradu-
ate with a Bachelor of Science degree in Management. In IFT,
heis flying the new Diamond Katana DA 20-C1 and soloed on
March 10th! Whenever possible, Greg has enjoyed spending
time outdoorsfly fishing, hunting, hiking and 4-wheeling. Heis
looking forward to returning to Texas where hewill attend pilot
training in Del Rio a Laughlin AFB. Prior to UPT he will be
assigned to the 559th, a T37 squadron, at Randolph AFB in San
Antonio.
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Class of 2003
Graduates

Byron J Mills csz29

BJ will graduate with adegree in Humanities, with
specific studies in Political Science and History. After
graduation, he will be assigned to Intelligence and will be
stationed at Goodfellow AFB, San Angelo, Texas, for
further training.

Don Edward Rolleg cs30

Don is the son of Marty and Barbara Rolleg. He will be graduat-
ing with a degree in Management. A member of Cadet Squad-
ron 30, Don served as element leader and flight commander
this past year. He was a member of the AFA baseball team for 3
years. Don reports to Vance AFB in Enid, OK on December 1,
2003 and will begin Undergraduate Pilot Training on January 8,
2004. He hopes to fly either the F15E or possibly the F22 and
wants to gain experience in many weapons systems. Don will
be doing his IFT in Colorado Springs before reporting to Vance.

John Stuart Sider csio

Stuart is a 1999 graduate of Strake Jesuit College Prepara-
tory in Houston, Texas. He has been on the Dean’s list all
four years at the Academy, and will graduate with a degree
in History. Following graduation and post graduation
leave, Stuart will be in Colorado Springs for Introductory
Flight Training. In December of 2003, Stuart will report
to Pensacola, Floridafor Undergraduate Pilot Training.
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Class of 2003
Graduates

Joshua Shane Sullivan cs22

C1C Joshua Shane Sullivan will receiveaBSin
Behavioral Science and Leadership. He received his 1st
choice of Pensacola, Flafor Undergraduate Pilot Training.
He will report 06-OCT-2003 after a short casual status at
the Academy. Josh spent all four years in CS 22 where he
served as commander the 1st semester of his senior year.
He was also on the Commandants list and Athletic Direc-
torslist all four years.

ThomasMartin Tauer cso4

Tommy will graduate with a degreein Aeronautical Engineering. He
iscurrently Squadron Commander for CS04. During summers, he
earned his jump wings and solo glider wings. Tommy was able to
spend the first semester of his C3C year at West Point. During the
first semester of hisfirstie year, Tommy completed Introductory Flight
Training and earned his Private Pilot®License. Alsoinhisfirstie
year, Tommy was inducted not only into Sigma Gamma Tau (the aero-
nautics honor society), and al'so Tau Beta Pi (the engineering honor
society). Upon graduation Tommy will start Undergraduate Pil ot
Training a Columbus AFB, in Columbus, MS.

Joshua Daniel Wargo csoe

Joshuais currently the A2 Element Leader for CS06 and will
graduate with adegree in Management. His AFSC is Space and
Missiles, and he will report to Vandenberg AFB in Lompoc, CA
for training after graduation. After training, hewill be stationed
in Montana, Wyoming or North Dakota. On his 60 day leave,
Josh and his roommate hope to visit as many Major League
baseball stadiums as possible—while hitting several weddings
aong theway. It ishisdream road trip!
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Class of 2003
Graduates

Reginald Jacob Wendell csi13

Reginald Jacob Wendell will graduate with a major in economics,
and aminor in languages - German. While at USAFA he enjoyed
membership in the International Economics Society )Omicron
Ddlta Epsilon), was awarded the commandant’s pin and academic
achievement pin. He participated in the German exchange pro-
gram. Wendell will report to Laughlin AFB at Del Rio, TX. Fol-
lowing graduation for flight training. Jacob is engaged to marry
Miss Amy Romero of Sugar Land, TX in June. Miss Romeroisa
graduate of NTSU at Denton, TX.

Class Motto Fortis et Robustus
Class Slogan Strong and Mighty
Class Color Gold

Exemplar Mgor Richard I. Bong

NUMBER OF CADETS WHO RECEIVED EACH AFSC—CLASS OF 2003

Air Battle Managers 16
Public Affairs 4

Space & Missiles 35
Weather 8

Space & Missile Maint 2
Readiness Officer 11
Medical Fields 31
Contracting 11

Pilot 548

Combat Controller 1 Civil Engineer 41
Security Forces 7 Air Traffic Control 3
Services 3 Intelligence 40
Personnel 6 Aircraft Maintenance 17
Scientists 29 Manpower 2
Developmental Engineer 6 Comm/Computers 48
Financial Management 8 Acquisitions 30

Cost Analysis 2 Osl 10

Navigator 40
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President
VP Admin
VP Comm
Treasurer

Secretary

2003-2004 OFFICERS

John and Marylyn De Filippo President@SETXAFAPA.org 281-493-9899
Suzie Phelps AdminVP@SETXAFAPA.org 281-362-8610
Matthew and Margie Godar Communication@SETXAFAPA.org 281-292-7118
Lynn Brooks Treasurer@SETXAFAPA.org 979-285-0179
Nelly and Eleuterio Pena Secretary @SETXAFAPA.org 281-458-8126

Southeast Texas AFA Parents Association
7305 Purple Sage Rd
Houston, Texas 77049
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