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Dear Parents, 
 
Welcome to all the parents of new cadets, you are in for an exciting and rewarding 4 
years. And welcome back to another year of good friends for all returning parents. 
We have a lot of activities going on and we hope all of them will contribute to your 
understanding of cadet life and help to make these 4 years more enjoyable for you.  
 
One way you can help us is to volunteer to help with some of our activities. Coming 
up soon is the Tailgate party in Colorado. This is usually a great party and we work 
hard to make it fun for all the parents and cadets. This year the Berry’ s are in charge 
and although they have some volunteers, they still need more. It is a great way to get 
to know the wonderful people in our group, so please let us know if  you would be 
willing to pitch in.  
 
We also need 2 class reps for the class of ’ 07. If interested, come to the July meeting 
and talk to some class reps for other classes and see if this fits your schedule. 
 
If you have not done so recently, I would like to encourage you to visit our 
SETXAFAPA website (www.setxafapa.org). Matt and Margie Godar have done a 
wonderful job and there is a wealth of information on the site i.e. links to related 
AFA sites and some great photos. Thanks Matt and Margie!!  
 
We look forward to seeing you all at our July meeting on the 20th. 
 
John and Marylyn DeFilippo 
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July 20 Parents Meeting 

July 27 Chaplains Picnic 

July 30 March Back from Jacks Valley 

August 2 Cadet Wing Returns –1900 

August 3-6 Transition 

August 5 Acceptance Parade 

August 7 Classes Begin 

Aug 29 - Sep 1 Parents’  Weekend 

Club News 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Leave Begins 

Nov 30 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

Dec 12 Study Day 

Dec 13 - 19 Finals 

Dec 20 Christmas Leave Begins 

Jan 6 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

March 19 Spring Break - LMD 

March 28 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

Football Tickets 
We were able to purchase a block of 202 tickets for Parents’  Weekend.  The tickets 
are in section M19, the same as last year.  Even though Marylyn has purchased the 
tickets, they will not be shipped till after August 1st.  You should receive yours in the 
mail by mid August.  For a stadium map, look on the website under PW2003. 

Tailgate Par ty 
Our Tailgate site this year is Lot #3, Space 6,   You can see a map of that on the web 
site under Parents Weekend - Tailgate.   As more information becomes available, it 
will be posted on the web site.  More volunteers are needed for the party.  The work 
is not hard, but the more people that can help, the easier it is on everyone.  If you can 
help, please contact Mike Berry at 281-879-8426. 

All Academies M ilitary Ball  
The Military Ball is scheduled for Friday, December 26th, from 6:00 PM to 12:00 
Midnight at the Westin Galleria.  They will have the capacity for 850 people, and 
there will be a larger reception area than last year, which will include appetizers.  The 
price remains at $40 per person before Dec 1st, then $45.  There will be more empha-
sis on cash prizes.  We will have information at the meeting about finding financial 
sponsors for the Ball.  Frankie Berry is our representative on this years committee.  
 



Appointee Par ty 

There was a tremendous turnout at the Appointee Party this year with at least 22 ap-
pointees attending.  The appointees included Michael May, Bart Cerny, Matt 
Higham, Steve Boyd, Chase Scully, Matthew Groves, Chris Carp, Andrew Kemendo, 
Greg Brown, Rachel Egley, Matthew Colvin, Charles Wells, Allison Wood, Jonathan 
Burks, Melissa Collins, Nathan Rieber and Clayton Rieber, Auston Ayres, Robert 
Tristan Reeves, Cameron Cope, Brittany Oligney, and Anders Karlsen. 
We truly appreciate the people who took time from their summer leave to attend and 
answer questions for the new appointees.  They included 2nd Lt Travis Hinkle (03), 
Katie Dildy (04 - 2003 Fall Wing Commander), Matt Schwaab (06), Ross Caddou 
(06), and M ichelle Pena (06), and AOL Lt Col Ray Taylor . 
While the appointees met, several of their parent went to Fuddruckers and met with 
John Defilippo, Matthew and Margie Godar, and Steve Vorhies.  We shared informa-
tion and answered questions with those parents.   
We especially want to thank  Fred and Dorothy Finch for hosting the party, and  
Marylyn Defillipo for being there to help them.  Many more people other than just 
those listed here helped and deserve thanks.   

2003 Membership 
 
Have you renewed your membership yet?  We will soon be into the new school year, 
and membership is due.  Renewal information can be found on the last page of this 
newsletter, or on the web site at www.setxafapa.org 

 
 



Cadet News 

C2C Diane Godar, daughter of Margie and Matthew Godar, was recognized as an 
Academic All-Mountain Pacif ic Sports Federation Scholar-Athlete for the 2003 
MPSF women©s gymnastics season.  Four members of the women©s team and four 
members from the men©s team received this recognition.  Diane was also honored as 
the sole member of the women’ s team named as an NCAA Academic All-American 
for the 2003 season.  She is majoring in Bio-Chemistry and plans to attend medical 
school.  For Fall 2003, Diane is the Academic NCO for Squadron 14. 

C1C Gr aeme Dewstow, son of Wayne and Cindy  
Dewstow, participated in the Cadet Summer Research 
Program at Eglin AFB, Florida. For f ive weeks, he  
conducted experiments that provided data for munitions 
used by one of the Air Force©s upcoming weapon sys-
tems, the Powered Low-Cost Autonomous Attack Sys-
tem. It©s a f lying robot that can find and kill targets on its own. Afternoons were spent 
at the beach and learning to surf. 

C2C James Brooks, son of Lynn Brooks,  has been appointed as the Athletic NCO 
of Cadet Squadron 15 - Fighting War Eagles!! Also, on July 5, James turned the ripe 
old age of 20!! 

C3C Alicia Tompkins, daughter of Bill and Robyn Tompkins, just completed 
Global Engagement. She says she had a great time. Her element consisted of 3 girls 
and 10 guys. This GE class set a record of the fastest bare base set-up and take-down 
in the history of GE at USAFA. Alicia was in f irst-go CST. The program had all-girl 
elements for the first time. The girls felt this was unnecessary, but the program went 
well. The clustering if women cadets in the dorm has also been working out well. Al-
though the girls were a little upset at the "segregation" at f irst, people are adjusting, 
and it is not as restricting as they had feared. Overall, Alicia is enjoying her USAFA 
experience and is looking forward to her C3 year.  
 



2003 Graduate News 
2nd L t Megan Himber is currently f inishing up her 8 country 30 day European 
vacation. She will be back in the U.S. the early part of July to visit friends and ex-
perience the 4th of July in Washington D.C.  Then on the 5th she will travel back 
home to Katy to meet the movers who will pack out her belongings on the 8th and 
then begin her roundabout journey to her PCS station, Elmendorf AFB, Anchorage, 
Alaska on the 9th of July.  She should arrive in Alaska the last week of July after a 
5,000 mile trip.  Once in Alaska she is looking forward to learning her job in the Of-
fice of Special Investigation and will probably fly back to the lower 48 to go to OSI 
school in Georgia within the next few months.  Of course her mom and dad are al-
ready planning their vacation next summer to go up to see her and the beautiful scen-
ery of Alaska. 
Good luck to all the recent graduates and the cadets still at the Academy. 
Sincerely, 
Steve &  Debbie Himber 

C3C Michelle Peña, daughter of Leo and Nelly Peña, just f inished her CST. It was 
hard and she hopes that she never has to live that experience in a real life situation. 
With this experience she feels the 
pride of being an American and 
she admires the soldiers that give 
up their freedom to maintain our 
country and its people secure and 
free. She also feels proud because 
she overcame some of her fears 
such as sleeping by herself in the 
woods, and she realized her own 
potential. 

 
 
 
 



Agenda for Change 
I am quite sure that most all of you have heard of the Agenda for Change which was 
mandated by SECAF Roche and Gen Jumper in response to the Sexual Assault inves-
tigations.  While we may have many differing opinions on the reasons for the man-
date, the items that are being changed, the personnel involved, etc.; the bottom line is 
the Academy has a new command structure who will try to implement the proposed 
changes.  It is our job to support our sons and daughters in their decision to pursue an 
education at the Academy and a career in the USAF. 
Cadets were accepted into In Processing with a little less pressure than in the past, 
which is more typical today of all the military services.  Once they have made it 
through acceptance, they will face a year that will be a change from what the upper-
classmen are used to.  Additionally, some of the roles of the upperclassmen have had 
some changes made to them.  This next year should be a learning experience for all 
of us.  For more details, please look on the web site www.setxafapa.org under  
Announcements for Commanders Guidance –Cadet Training Plan.   
The Association of Graduates website is an excellent source of information regarding 
the Agenda for Change. http://www.aog-usafa.org 

Br ig. Gen. Johnny A. Weida  
Brig. Gen. Johnny A. Weida is Commandant of Cadets and Com-
mander, 34th Training Wing, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  
General Weida received his commission from the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo., in 1978.  

L t. Gen. John W. Rosa Jr  
Lt. Gen. John W. Rosa Jr. is Superintendent, U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy, Colo. 
General Rosa entered the Air Force in May 1973 after receiving his 
commission from The Citadel, Charleston, S.C 

Colonel Debr a D. Gr ay  
Colonel Debra D. Gray  is Vice Commandant of Cadets.  Colonel Gray graduated 
from the Air Force Academy in 1980 
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2003—2004 Membership Data Sheet 

 
 

PARENT INFORMATION 
 

 
CADET / GRADUATE INFORMATION 

 
 
 

Parents’  Names:       

  Last  Dad (First Name)  Mom (First Name) 

Address:        

  Number/Street  City  Zip 

Phone Number:        

  Home  Dad’s Work  Mom’s Work 

E-Mail Address:   

  Address for sending E-Mail notices, office or home 

Cadet/Grad Name:       

  Last  First  Middle 

Academy PO Box:   Squadron No.   Class of (Year)  

D.O.B.:   High School:  

Academy Sports/Activities:   

Annual Membership—$20 per Family  

Alumni Membership—$10 per Family  

Name Tags—$10 Each  

Name:  

Name:  

Make Checks Payable to: 
SE TEXAS PARENTS’  ASSOCIATION 
 
Mail To: 
Leo and Nelly Pena 
7305 Purple Sage Rd 
Houston, TX 77409 

 



 Southeast Texas AFA Parents Association 
7305 Purple Sage Rd 
Houston, Texas  77049 

President John and Marylyn De Filippo President@SETXAFAPA.org 281-493-9899 

VP Admin Suzie Phelps AdminVP@SETXAFAPA.org 281-362-8610 

VP Comm Matthew and Margie Godar Communication@SETXAFAPA.org 281-292-7118 

Treasurer Lynn Brooks Treasurer@SETXAFAPA.org 979-285-0179 

Secretary Nelly and Eleuterio Pena Secretary@SETXAFAPA.org 281-458-8126 

2003-2004 OFFICERS 
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