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July 2004

Dear Parents,

Welcometo al our new parents- both for AFA and Prep schools. | want to start off
with a special thanks to John and Peggy Omohandro. They hosted thisyear’s

Appointee party at their lovely home in the Woodlands. It was a great success. We
had a great turnout, the kids stayed forever and talked, and the food was wonderful!

Aswe start another school year, we are all looking forward to growth and success for
our cadets. Our organization hopes to help in both areas. Please let us know what we
can do for you. The July meeting is the start of our membership drive, so please get
your forms filled out early. We have lots of new parents to meet and welcome. We
are looking forward to hearing how the summer Basic Cadet training sessions are
going. We have parents Weekend coming up. Hopefully everyone already has their
hotel and air reservations for that weekend. For that weekend’ s football game, we
again will be sitting together and we ordered over 140 tickets. Thanks to Donda
Thomasson for leading that effort. After the game, Michael Berry is again heading up
the tailgate party so we will have asign up for that. Thisyear, we decided on a
catered Barbegque event in conjunction with the Dallas Parents association. When the
gameisover, just look for the big Texas Flag, come over, relax and watch the traffic
jam, and eat.

And lastly isthe Holiday Military Ball. This isatruly fantastic party that hopefully
you can al attend. Thisyear it is being held at the Marriott Convention Center in
Sugarland on December 26", We will talk more about all of this at the July meeting.

| am looking forward to seeing you this weekend and again at the October meeting.

John and Marylyn DeFilippo
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July 25 Parents Meeting Nov 23 Thanksgiving Leave Begins

August 1 Chaplains Picnic Nov 28 Cadet Wing Returns -1900

August 4 March Back from Jacks Valley  Dec 15-21 Finas

August 7 Cadet Wing Returns—1900 Dec 22 Christmas Leave Begins

August 7 BCT ends Dec 26 All Academies Ball

August 9 Acceptance Parade Jan 4 Cadet Wing Returns -1900

August 11 Classes Begin Jan Parents’ Meeting

Sep3-6 Parents' Weekend March 18 Spring Break - LMD

Oct 24 Parents' Mesting March 28 Cadet Wing Returns -1900

Nov 21-23 Phase 2 Training Jun1 2005 Graduation
Club News

2004/2005 M ember ship

Have you renewed your membership yet? We are into the new school year, and the
membership isdue. Renewal information can be found on the last page of this news-
letter, or on the web site at www.setxafapa.org Membership is only $20.00 per year.
This meeting is a good opportunity to pay.

Club Roster

It seemsto be a non-ending task to keep the club roster up to date. If you have not
reviewed you membership data, please see Matthew Godar and ask about it while at
the meeting. If anyoneis not receiving emails from the club, they need to let him
know that also so we can update it.

All Academies Military Ball

The ball will be held on Sunday, December 26th at the Marriott Hotel and Conven-
tion Center in Sugarland. Information will be posted on the web site as it becomes
available.
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Parent’s Weekend 2004

For the most current information on Parent@ Weekend, go the
Parent’s Weekend 2004 link at www.setxafapa.org

Football Tickets

Our Club had a wonderful turn-out on purchasing tickets. We will be sitting 145 people
+ 22 Cadet Escorts strong in Section M-18, Rows D-J, above The Cadets. The football
tickets should come to me mid-August. | have my mailing labels and envelopes ready for
aquick turn around. | will include in The envelopes The latest news on Security and The
Tail Gate.

| am sorry to say that we do not have extratickets, as| must pay when | order. | have
started to get atrickle in of requests for more tickets. And | have started a Wait List of
those inquiries. If you do wish to sell your tickets from our section, you will have no
problem selling them to a fellow club member. If you would like, just let me know and |
will work down The list on The Wait List. Otherwise, my advice is: if you need one
more ticket go ahead and purchase one anywhere and if we have space in our group, | am
sure we can "chum” up. If you have two or more, purchase your ticket and come visit for
ashort while, esp in The last quarter, as many people start leaving at that point.(Falcon
Sadium, for tickets call USAFA Athletic Ticket Office (800) 6668723 or (719) 472—
1895 or go on-line at http://airfor cesports.ocsn.convticketsafa-tickets.ntml). Donda
Foran Thomasson DondaFT @hotmail.com

Tailgate Party

We are doing the party alittle different thisyear. A few weeks ago, you were asked to
vote on whether we hold a catered event with Dallas, or if we did the same aslast year.
We had over 30 members respond to the survey, and everyone said they wanted a catered
event with Dallas.

Based on the overwhelming responses to the Tailgate questions, we are going to have a
catered BBQ for our Tailgate after the football game on September 4th, and share tent
space with the North Texas Parent®Club. It is imperative that our Club at least break
even with our costs. Therefore the charge for the meal will be $13 per person. Please in-
clude your cadet, and any additional cadets you know they are bringing, in the number of
meals for which you pay. The cost for children under 10 yearsis $8. We would like for
asmany as possible to pay at the time of our Parent®meeting this July 25th. The abso-
lute deadline for receiving payment will be August 25th. We plan on having a list of
those paid at the Tailgate, and will pass out tickets for the number of meals paid for at
that time. It should be a great time for visiting, and meeting new friends. Hope we see
you all there



Class of 2004 Graduation

Graduation 2004 — a multitude of experiences and emotions you will never forget! Itis
very easy to get stressed out so plan ahead and make sure to plan in some “down time”.
To fully enjoy al you want to do, | would encourage you to arrive a day before the
activities start so you can acclimate and recover from traveling. Be fully prepared for
ANY kind of weather. When we left Houston, it was 87 degrees in Colorado Springs.
When we arrived the next day the temperature never got over 60 degrees and went down
inthe 40’ s at night. On Graduation Day it finally warmed up but it also rained — pack
those ponchos!

Graduation activities begin 5 days before graduation starting with the Outstanding
Squadron Banquet on Saturday. On Sunday afternoon is an event you do not want to
miss — the reception at the Superintendent’s house. We missed it due to illness but heard
it was worth attending and the house is very historical. On Sunday night, there are often
graduation parties but there were also performances at the Academy by the USAFA
Choir and a play by the Bluebards Production.

Monday begins the official ceremonies with the Organizational Awards Parade and the
Individual Awards Ceremony. If your cadet is getting an award —it’s adefinite go. That
evening the entertainment included a Gospel Choir Concert and the Cadet Chorale
Concert. For the parades in the morning, dress very casual — meaning wear very
comfortable shoes and appropriate outer wear if needed —we froze, got sunburned and
wind burned!

On Tuesday the graduation parade is a must — very emotional watching the 1% degrees
march away from the rest of the wing. That evening is the Graduation Banquet (good
food) and Graduation Ball for cadets and parents. We were too pooped to pop after the
banquet so we got some much needed rest before the Swearing-in Ceremony which can
take place anytime between midnight and 6:00 a.m. (as determined by their squadron).
That isamust to see for the whole family and take pictures — they are commissioned as
2" Lieutenants. Take special note: Tuesday afternoon is about the only time they will
have to pack up their belongings. There will be no time to pack the morning of
graduation; after graduation no one will want to go clean up rooms!

Now for the big event — Graduation at 11:00 on Wednesday. What an awesome
experience to meet President Bush! Katie was one of 4 cadets who presented the
President with a gift (after standing in the hot sun in wool uniforms for over 30 minutes).
He thanked her and asked where she was from, then made a comment about being from
Texas. When she went up to shake his hand again after receiving her diploma, he asked
her, “Now are you sure you feel ok after being out in the sun all that time?” We had to
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chuckle a bit during his speech when we saw white hats dropping forward after ~15
minutes into his speech.

Be prepared to leave your hotel 3 hours before graduation. Parking is a challenge with
long lines and seating in the stadium is first come, first serve after you get to your
assigned section. Everyone dresses up so nice but wished they had their athletic shoes on
—lots of walking to get to the stadium. Wear layers — it starts out cool then heats up
quickly. Bring sunglasses, wide-rimmed hats, ponchos and cash to buy snacks. Take a
few pictures but remember, they will be taking a professional picture of your cadet
receiving their diplomaand you can buy avideo of the whole event. So try to sit back
and enjoy — there will never be aday like that again and your cadet will never smile so
much!

By Terry Dildy (2nd Lt Katie Dildy)

New Academy Dean of Faculty Nominated

The President has nominated Col. Dana H. Born for appointment to the grade of brigadier general
with assignment as the Dean of the Faculty, United States Air Force Academy. The nomination
will be forwarded to the U.S. Senate for confirmation.

Col. Born's educational accomplishments are extensive, beginning with her commission in 1983,
graduating with distinction from the Air Force Academy with a degree in behavioral sciences.
Two years later, she received her master of science degree in experimental psychology from
Trinity University, Texas. In 1992, she received a master of arts degree in research psychol ogy
from the University of Melbourne, Australia. She completed her Ph.D. in
Industrial/Organizational Psychology in 1994 from Pennsylvania State University
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Appointee Party

On June 5th, John and Peggy Omohundro hosted an Appointee party at their house. Fif-
teen appointees were there and had agood time. Thanksto 2nd Lt Ryan Vorhies who
was able to attend and answer questions for them.

So far we have had 16 appointee families join the parents’ association.

Cadet News

John Bruyere, C1C, will be Flight Commander for Cadet Squadron 22 next fall.
John is aBehavioral Science mgjor.

Diane Godar, C1C, was honored again this season as an Academic All-Conference
scholar-athlete, for the 2004 gymnastics season. She is also co-captain of the 2005
Women®Gymnastics Team, and is a Biochemistry magjor.

Chris Knaute, C4C, was acknowledged at the 2004 Individual Awards Ceremony as
the Most Vauable Men®Swimmer. Chris received the impressive Eagle & Fledgling
Bronze Statue. He was the only freshman to receive an individual award.

James R. Brooks, C1C, spent first part of summer teaching C2Cs water survival and
vectoring. James will be one of the Cadre leading the Doolies through the second
half of basic training. When the academic year begins, he will take over duties as
Element Leader of Element 8-1, Squadron 15.
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SOUTHEAST TEXAS AIR FORCE ACADEMY
PARENT'SASSOCIATION

2004—2005 Membership Data Sheet

PARENT INFORMATION

Parents Names:

Last Dad (First Name) Mom (First Name)
Address:
Number/Street City Zip
Phone Number:
Home Dad' s Work Mom’s Work
E-Mail Address:

Address for sending E-Mail notices, office or home

CADET/ GRADUATE INFORMATION
Cadet/Grad Name:

Last First Middle
Academy PO Box: Squadron No. Class of (Year)
D.OB. High School:
Academy SportgActivities.
Annual Membership—$20 per Family Make Checks Payable to:

Alumni Membership—3$10 per Family SE TEXASPARENTS' A CIATION

Name Tags—$10 Each Mail To:
_ —— Leoand Nelly Pena
Name: 7305 Purple Sage Rd
Name: Houston, TX 77049
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President
VP Admin
VP Comm
Treasurer

Secretary

2003-2004 OFFICERS

John and Marylyn De Filippo President@SETXAFAPA.org 281-493-9899
John and Peggy Omohundro AdminVP@SETXAFAPA.org 936-273-1553
Matthew and Margie Godar Communication@SETXAFAPA.org 936-321-8148
Lynn Brooks Treasurer@SETXAFAPA.org 979-285-0179
Nelly and Eleuterio Pena Secretary @SETXAFAPA.org 281-458-8126

Southeast Texas AFA Parents Association
7305 Purple Sage Rd
Houston, Texas 77049

Page 8




