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Southeast Texas USAFA 
Parents’ Association 

Newsletter 
October 2003 

 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to another Fall at the AFA Parents Association. We started the year off 
right with a few Football wins, especially the win on Parents Weekend over Wofford. 
We had a GREAT turnout at Parents Weekend, for the game, the tailgate, and all the 
other activities.  
 
Marylyn and I went to a Parents Club meeting at the AOG and met parents from 
around the country. Gen Rosa and Gen Weida both spoke and gave great talks. You 
could feel their enthusiasm for their new assignments. They talked about the changes 
they would be making and the things they would leave alone. Basically, they said the 
Academy was a great institution that had grown a little stale and needed to be re-
freshed. Gen Rosa did say that the regular Air Force had neglected the Academy and 
that would change. For example, future AOCs would come from the top 20% of offi-
cers and they would all have to take courses in counseling. He talked about how the 
cadets would be judged more like a regular Air Force unit i.e., not so much on indi-
vidual behavior and more on Squadron accomplishments. This would promote team-
work and more peer pressure to do the “ right thing” .  
 
They asked for our help in making sure the cadets understood the necessity for the 
changes. For our part, we did bring up the issue of better medical care and he seemed 
to take that to heart. We will talk more about all of this at the Oct 20 meeting, but I 
wanted to give you a few of the main points here. I look forward to seeing you all at 
the meeting.  
 
 John and Marylyn DeFilippo 
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Club News 

Nov 23 Phase 2 Training Plan Begins 

Nov 23 Phase 2 Training Plan Ends 

Nov 26 Thanksgiving Leave Begins 

Nov 30 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

Dec 12 Study Day 

Dec 13 - 19 Finals 

Dec 20 Christmas Leave Begins 

Dec 26 Joint Academy Military Ball 

Cadet Bir thday Cards 
One of the things that our club does is send out birthday cards to the member’s 
cadets.  Dorothy Finch has done it the past few years, and has done a wonderful job 
of it.  She has gone out of her way to personalize every card she has sent.  However, 
since Matthew  will graduate this year, we are going to need someone to take her 
place.  If you are interested in doing this job or knowing more about it, please feel 
free to contact Dorothy at 281-440-7778. 

Joint Academies Military Ball 
The Military Ball is scheduled for Friday, December 26th, from 6:00 PM to 12:00 
Midnight at the Westin Galleria.  They will have the capacity for 850 people, and 
there will be a larger reception area than last year, which will include appetizers.  The 
price remains at $40 per person before Dec 1st, then $45.  There will be more 
emphasis on cash prizes.  We have a link to the Military Ball Information on our 
website, or you can go directly to http://www.usnaparents.org/militaryball.htm for 
more information.    
Also, on Page 7 of the newsletter, there is information on a fundraiser  for the ball. 
Frankie Berry is our representative on this year’s committee. 

Jan 6 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

Jan—TBD Parents© Club Meeting 

March 19 Spring Break - LMD 

March 28 Cadet Wing Returns -1900 

May 14 Study Day 

May 15—21 Finals 

May 28 Graduation Week 

June 2 Class of 2004 Graduation 
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Parents’ Weekend Tailgate 
Our club had a great tailgate this year, in spite of the 
weather.  Mike Ber ry was the coordinator again this 
year, and he did a wonderful job of getting everything 
done.  We need to especially recognize Nancy Wilt 
of Colorado Springs, who was a godsend to the tail-
gate, and worked tirelessly through it.  She purchased 
and delivered all of the food, plates, utensils, etc.; and 
said she would help us again next year. 
We also want to thank C1C Mike Berry for getting 
the parts and constructing the 20 foot PVC flag pole 
for the Texas flag that was visible from everywhere.  
Frankie and Mike bought the Texas flag and are donating it to the Club.  
 

We want to recognize all those who helped with the tailgate.  Mike said that without 
these people, it would not have gone as well as it did.  We apologize if we missed 
your name, but thank you just the same! 

However, we are going to need a volunteer to coordinate the tailgate next year.  Mike 
has a notebook of procedures and past experiences to follow, that will make the job 
easier.  If you are interested, please let us know. 

Bill & Kathy Archer  
John & Diana Ayres 
Phil Boyd 
David & Sandy Carp 
Richard & Karen Coffman 
John Cope & Kathleen 
Bradley 
John & Marilyn DeFilippo 
Don & Terry Dildy 
Dwain & Jan Dubois  

Darryl & Miriam Egley 
John & Linda Jackman 
Don & Rene Koether 
L.D. & Deborah Lucky 
Bruce & Elizabeth May 
Terry & Dawnella McGee 
Tom & Victoria Myers 
John & Peggy Omohundro 
Bob & Louanne Reeves 
Matthew Godar 

Roy & Suzy Rieber 
Doug & Lynn Schwaab 
David & Kay Scully 
Bill & Bobbie Torguson 
John & Mary Walter 
Hank & Donna Tomlinson 
Mike & Frankie Berry 
Nancy Wilt (SODEXO) 
Leo & Nelly Pena 
Luke & Carol Loeser 

John DeFilippo and Nancy Wilt 

Web Site and Communications   www.setxafapa.org 
We are still adapting to using the web site and E-mail as our communication tools 
for the association.  It is helping in keeping costs down.  If you have any suggestions 
or comments, please send them to communication@setxafapa.org    
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Cadet News 
C3C Alicia Tompkins (Bill and Robyn Tompkins) scraped together her 
pennies and took 3 planes, was over-nighted in Chicago because of airline 
mechanical trouble, and finally arrived at Annapolis in time to attend lunch and a 4-
hour chemistry class with a Navy Cadet friend. All this was worth the trouble, 
because she was SURE they would (of course) win the football game. You can only 
imagine the ribbing she got! They had bet a bathrobe on last year©s game...which she 
won, of course. But the Navy cadet was kind enough, or too scared, to ask for it back 
this year! She stayed with the sponsor family of a Navy exchange student, and was 
made to feel very welcomed. Overall she had a fantastic trip, but that didn©t make the 
loss to Navy any less painful. 

BCT Buddies 
These 8 cadets (Class of 2004) all went 
through BCT together, and have remained 
friends since then.  The cadets and their 
families have gotten together every Parents’  
Weekend since their first year. Pictured in 
front are C1C Mike Ber ry (Mike and 
Frankie Berry) and C1C Zachary Peden 
(Mary Cole and Steve Kerlick).   
On the back row are Steve Cooper (MD), 
Rok Dedic (ID), Frank Wilson (GA), Chris 
Laffey (GA), Winfield Scott, IV, (USAF bases), and Nick Supa (FL). 

Air Force / Navy Brothers 
C2C Chr is Coffman is shown 
pictured here with his brother, Mid 
Patrick  ‘07 USNA, and his parents,  
Karen and Richard Coffman.  The 
Coffmans said this photo was taken 
right before the game, so they had two 
happy sons then!  We have a couple 
more of their pictures from the Air 
Force / Navy game on the website. 
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Chef Scott Landry’s Comedy Cooking Show 
Major Gary Morgan, ALO Director 
for SE Texas, sent us an 
announcement that a friend of his 
would be in Colorado Springs doing a 
Cajun Cooking/Comedy show.  He 
said that he would feed some cadets if 
they got to the show.  A few of the 
cadets were able to make it, and they 
said it was very worthwhile.  I have 
been asked to pass on their thanks to 
both Major Morgan and Chef Landry. 
Pictured above with Chef Landry are 
C2C Diane Godar (Margie and Matthew Godar); C2C Joy Lee of Pittsburgh, PA;  
C3C Lauren Robison of Garner, NC; and C3C Garrett Omohundro (John and 

Cadet News 

Women aiming high at AFA  
 
Female athletes lead Air Force cadet wing amid academy woes  
 
By Mark Fitzhenry, The Gazette 
October 15, 2003  
AIR FORCE ACADEMY - In the first 27 years that women were allowed into the Air 
Force Academy, only one female athlete served as a wing commander. 
In the past several months, two members of the volleyball team have held that title, 
the highest rank among 4,000 cadets. 
Delavane Diaz and Katie Dildy have worked to shape the cadet wing as the academy 
undergoes big changes …… 
 
This is the first part of a news story that appeared this week in the Rocky Mountain 
News.  Katie is the daughter of Don and Terry Dildy 
The full story can be located at  
http://rockymountainnews.com/drmn/state/article/0,1299,DRMN_21_2347671,00.html 
Or from the website www.setxafapa.org, select Links, AOG, then Women aiming 
high at AFA 
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Air Force Association—Texas 

The Fall Executive Committee Meeting of the Air Force 
Association (AFA)-Texas to be held November 14-16, 2003 in 
Galveston. The Meeting hotel is the Holiday Inn on the Beach 
and our local Houston Chapter of AFA (San Jacinto Chapter) will 
host a dinner on Saturday the 15th at the Lone Star Flight 
Museum (LSFM) also in Galveston.  
I invite each of you and your wives or guests to that dinner. The 
doors of the LSFM will open at 5:30 PM with dinner at 7:15PM 
and the cost, including museum entrance fee, is $30.00/person. 
Now for the best part! The guest speaker is one of our classmates, 
Jay Barry, better know to others as Major General Marvin J. 
Barry, the Mobilization Augmentee (MA) to the Air Force 
Deputy Chief of Staff/Plans and Programs (AF/XP)! It will be a 
great time to see a few classmates, tour the museum, and hear an 
up to date presentation from one of the best!  

 
Mail your check to:  
Tommy Thompson 

©70 USAFA  
414 Sheldrake Court 

Sugar Land, Texas 77478 
281-491-7522 

 
**Also, General Barry has a son at USAFA.***   

John Defilippo, our Club President and a 1970 Academy graduate, received 
the following invitation and was asked to share it with the parents of the 
SETXAFAPA.  The meeting is open to all, and they would love to have every-
one come. 
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 Southeast Texas AFA Parents Association 
7305 Purple Sage Rd 
Houston, Texas  77049 

President John and Marylyn De Filippo President@SETXAFAPA.org 281-493-9899 

VP Admin Suzie Phelps AdminVP@SETXAFAPA.org 281-362-8610 

VP Comm Matthew and Margie Godar Communication@SETXAFAPA.org 281-292-7118 

Treasurer Lynn Brooks Treasurer@SETXAFAPA.org 979-285-0179 

Secretary Nelly and Eleuterio Pena Secretary@SETXAFAPA.org 281-458-8126 

2003-2004 OFFICERS 
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